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8. Preoccupation with matters I hat seem to the child more
important than the school work. It may be some event
at home, some imaginary event, or sex fancies that have
usurped the center of his attention.
In view of these multiple causes of inattention, it is obvi-
ous that each case must be treated differently according to
the factors involved.
STEALING
To label a child a "thief" is neither descriptive nor
helpful. There are nine and fifty kinds of dishonesty —
more or less. Like inattention it is a symptom of some
underlying difficulty. The difficulty may be constant even
though the child may be dishonest in different ways. A
fifth-grade child who cheats on an examination or a sixth-
grade boy who steals a dollar from the teacher's desk cannot
properly be labeled as a dishonest child. He may be honest
in many other ways. Why did he fail in that one situation?
What can the parent or teacher do about it?
Causes of Stealing. — As with other problems, the first
thing to do is to try to discover the cause of the dishonest
act. One cause may be an underdeveloped sense of the
meaning of possession — the difference between "mine" and
"thine" — which should have been built up in the preschool
period and which is usually learned in the nursery school.
Children of school age need experience in working for their
possessions, of buying them with money they have earned
To do this helps them to recognize the rights of others to
the possessions they have earned. Children need to be
taught to feel responsibility for possessions held in common
and to know that "finding is not keeping."
Another reason why children steal is that they are very
much in need of a certain object and know of no other
means of obtaining it. Sometimes it is food. Hunger is a
powerful urge. Stanley Hall said a good table is one of the
best preventives of stealing. Sometimes a child feels the
need of clothing or money in order to maintain his stand-

